Construction of transposons carrying the transfer functions of RP4.
The transfer genes and origin of transfer of the wide host range plasmid RP4 have been cloned into the transposons Tn1 and Tn5. The newly constructed transposons can be used to mutagenize bacterial plasmids or the chromosome in species such as Escherichia coli or Rhizobium. It is then possible to mobilize the plasmid or chromosome using the transfer functions provided in cis by the transposon. These constructs may aid chromosome mapping in many gram-negative species by allowing the wider use of the RP4 conjugal transfer system combined with the potential ability to select the site of insertion and thus the site of the origin of transfer.